Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.071; wR factor = 0.199; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
Related literature
For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . For ring puckering parameters, see: Cremer & Pople (1975) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). In the molecule of the title compound (Fig 1) , the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges.
Rings A (C4-C9) and B (C10-C15) are, of course, planar, and they are oriented at a dihedral angle of 78.33 (3)°. The intramolecular N-H···O hydrogen bond (Table 1) In the crystal structure, intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 ) link the molecules (Fig. 2) , in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure. 
For the preparation of the title compound, ethyl 4-chloro-3-nitrobenzoate (5.0 g, 0.022 mol) was heated in fresh distilled aniline (10 ml) for 18 h at 393 K, and then ethanol (50 ml) was added, at room temperature. The yellow precipitate was sucked, washed with cold ethanol (2 X 20 ml), and then dried (yield; 4.7 g, 75%). Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with N-H = 0.86 Å (for NH) and C-H = 0.93, 0.97 and 0.96 Å for aromatic, methylene and methyl H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C,N), where x = 1.5 for methyl H and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Hydrogen bond is shown as dashed line.
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